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Ninety years ago, women gained the 
right to vote with the ratification 
of the Nineteenth Amendment to 

the United States Constitution on August 
26, 1920. It has been said that no other 
single event in the 20th century has had a 
more profound influence in shaping our 
country, our government and our lives. It 
is commemorated each year on August 26, 
as Women’s Equality Day.

More than any other organization, 
the League of Women Voters claims 
ownership of this defining moment in 
American history. Anticipating the need 
to educate women with the mechanics 
and responsibilities of voting, the League 
of Women Voters (LWV) was formally 
established in February 1920 in Chi-
cago, Ill. Today’s nonpartisan, political 
organization evolved from the Women’s 
Suffrage movement. 

Now the LWV has more than 150,000 
members and supporters and 850 Leagues 
throughout all 50 states. There are three 
Leagues serving our area: the League of 
Women Voters of the Cleveland Area; 
the League of Women Voters Cuyahoga 
Area (with chapters in Bay Village, West-
lake/North Olmsted, Lakewood, Rocky 
River, Fairview Park, Cleveland Heights/
University Heights and Hillcrest Area)
and the League of Women Voters Shaker 
Heights.

With its 90th Anniversary and the 90th 
Anniversary of the Nineteenth Amend-
ment this year, the League of Women 
Voters rightfully celebrates Women’s 
Equality Day. The three area LWVs have 
organized a dinner cruise for members 
on August 26 with the theme “90 Years 
of Women Making Waves,” honoring the 
legacy of the suffragists whose sacrifices 
and public advocacy led to equal voting 
rights.

The path to women’s suffrage began 
in Seneca Falls, N.Y., on July 19, 1848, when 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and others first 
seriously proposed women’s right to vote. 
In 1919, suffragist leader Carrie Chapman 
Catt spoke at a National American Suf-
frage Association convention in St. Louis, 
Mo., and proposed the formation of “a 
league of women voters.” One of the first 
state leagues to be recognized in 1920 was 
the League of Women Voters of Ohio.

Since the many attempts to amend 
the Constitution were thwarted by the 
U.S. Senate, a campaign began on June 4, 
1919, to win the vote by amending every 

League 
ceLebrates 
Women’s 
equaLity Day

by Katie Ferman

The day starts with a 
walk along the beach, 
pallid sun reflecting 

off of pools filled with scut-
tling crustaceans and fish 
caught in the changing tides. 
As morning progresses, a 
trek through a national park 
reveals chirruping frogs with 
clear skin and monkeys scour-
ing branches for fruit. An hour 
of zip-lining through the tree-
tops presents a sunlit vista of 
forested country and rolling 
grasslands. In the afternoon, 

kayaking along mangrove 
shores yields sights of painted 
crabs and glimmering snakes. 
When darkness falls, a night-
time hike exposes thousands 
of salamanders, amphibians, 
and yellow-eyed caimans 
sulking in the shadows of the 
river.

These scenes are all 
examples of what student 
volunteers, called Naturalist 
Assistants or NAs, at Lake Erie 
Nature and Science Center 
experienced on a journey 
through Costa Rica earlier this 
summer. Nine days of hiking, 

kayaking, and exploring the 
landscape from the Pacific to 
the Caribbean yielded hun-
dreds of extraordinary wild-
life encounters, in a country 
where holding a toucan or 
viewing nine-foot crocodiles 
in the wild are extraordinarily 
typical experiences.

“The incredible biodiver-
sity of Costa Rica gives stu-
dents a unique opportunity 
to learn through hands-on 
exploration,” Derek Skapes 
told me. As Wildlife Special-
ist at Lake Erie Nature & 
Science Center, Skapes’ job 

includes supervising the NAs. 
“Our goal for this trip was to 
show these students one of 
the world’s most biodiverse 
locations, a biological hot 
spot where you’ll see a family 
of monkeys or a group of 
macaws or a two-toed sloth 
or tree frogs the size of nickels 
at every step.”

Accompanied by 30 
Brunswick High School stu-
dents and five teachers, the 
group of 10 NAs, who hail 
from Bay Village, Westlake and 
other area towns, along with 

by Elaine Willis

Dr. Peter V. Rabins, co-author of 
“The 36-Hour Day,” will speak 
at the Westlake Performing 

Arts Center at Westlake High School on 
Friday, September 10 at 7 p.m. 

Dr. Rabins is the Richman Family 
Professor for Alzheimer’s and Related Dis-
eases at Johns Hopkins University School 
of Medicine. He is Co-Director of the Divi-
sion of Geriatric Psychiatry and Neuropsy-
chiatry at Johns Hopkins Hospital.

“The 36-Hour Day” is an essential 
resource for those caring for loved ones 

with Alzheimer’s 
Disease and other 
types of demen-
tia.

The f i rst 
100 attendees 
to arrive for the 
event will receive 
a copy of the book 
and an additional 

resource kit provided by the Kiwanis 
Club.

The program is being brought to 
Westlake by the Friends of Porter Public 
Library as well as the following co-spon-

sors: The City of Westlake, Westlake City 
Schools, the Alzheimer’s Association, 
Annie’s Place Memory Care/The Harbor 
Court, Arden Courts - Westlake, Brigh-
ton Gardens of Westlake, Huntington 
Woods Care and Rehabilitation Center, 
The Normandy, Rae-Ann Skilled Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation Centers, Sunrise 
Assisted Living of Rocky River, Welling-
ton Place, Westlake Healthcare Center, 
Crestmont North Healthcare, Village of 
the Falls Assisted Living and HCR Manor 
Care North Olmsted. 
Elaine Willis is the Public Relations Asso-
ciate for Westlake Porter Public Library.

Alzheimer’s expert coming to Westlake Performing Arts Center

Dr. Peter Rabins

Costa Rica trip gives local student 
volunteers ‘the best time of our lives’

 » See LEAGUE, page 2

 » See COSTA RICA, page 10

A hike through the biologically rich Costa Rican jungle was part of an incredible summer experience for 10 student 
volunteers from Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 
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by Chris Haldi

Wednesday, 
August 4, 
was the 

kick-off for the 4th 
annual Westlake 
Corporate Challenge 
which featured seven 
local companies and 
businesses. Partici-
pating in this years 
Challenge were: City 
of Westlake, Fidelity 
Investments, Lake 
Erie Electric, Phar-
macy Management 
Group, Rock Point 
Church, Sea Land 
Chemical and West-
lake Village Retirement Community.

As the four-day challenge went 
along, the companies and businesses 
had to compete in various team-build-
ing events. Events ranged from a food 
drive and blood drive to cardboard boat 
races and kickball. The teams had a great 
time and got to show off their competi-
tive side. Katy Ostromek from Phar-
macy Management Group (PMG) said, 
“Pharmacy Management Group had a 
fantastic time. Every event was both fun 
and challenging. The teams we played 
against were good spirited and fun to 
share the court with.”

At the end of this friendly and good-
natured challenge only one team could 
claim the title as the 2010 Westlake Cor-
porate Challenge Champion. This went 
to Lake Erie Electric. “We really had a lot 
of fun,” said Armando Francisco, Team 
Captain of Lake Erie Electric. “Westlake’s 
Corporate Challenge had many diverse 
events that allowed everyone to par-

ticipate. We are looking forward to do 
it again.”  

As a whole, all seven companies and 
businesses collected 2,317 non-perish-
able food items that were donated to the 
Westlake Assistance Program as part of 
the Corporate Challenge’s Food Drive. 
To go along with the giving spirit of the 
Corporate Challenge, the seven teams 
also donated 85 pints of blood as part of 
the Blood Drive.

We like to thank those teams men-
tioned above who participated in the 
4th annual Westlake Corporate Chal-
lenge. Thanks to everyone to took part 
in the events and made them friendly 
and fun. A congratulation goes out to 
Lake Erie Electric on winning the chal-
lenge cup. We look forward to every-
one coming back next year and having 
another successful and fun Corporate 
Challenge.     
Chris Haldi works for the City of Westlake 
Recreation Department.

2010 Westlake Corporate 
Challenge teams have fun 
for charity

WESTLAKE RECREATION CENTER

HOT DIGGITY DOG, INC.
Professional Pet Care Services

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

Get to the Rec
by Chris Haldi

The kids are starting to head back 
to school and fall will be here 
before we know it. Fall program-

ming is close to starting up at the West-
lake Recreation Center. Programs are 
filling up quick so be sure to sign up 
for the classes you had been planning 
on signing up for before its too late. 
We have many programs to offer for 
people of all ages. Here are some pro-
grams that are starting here within the 
next week or two. Other events and 
activities may be found online or in 
our Rec Gazette.

As the summer is winding down 
Peterson Pool has some fun for the 
kids up to the age of 10. The Goldfish 
Grab will be held Sunday, August 29, 
starting at 7:00 p.m. Each child will get 
the chance to catch a goldfish and take 
it home. Make sure to bring a net or 
bucket to catch your goldfish in.

Moms: Get the opportunity to 
work out while your young one is 
watched. Mom and Munchkin will 
allow moms to enjoy an exercise class 
with an instructor while our staff 
watches your child (must be 2 years 
old or younger). Classes will begin 
Monday, August 30, at 10 a.m.

Don’t forget about the 10,000 Step 
Challenge. Sign up now as the program 
will start August 30. You will receive a 
pedometer when you sign up to keep 

record of the amount of steps you take 
each day. Commit to becoming more 
active and reach 10,000 or more steps 
a day to help you stretch your daily 
physical lifestyle farther, one step at 
a time.

It’s time for Tiny Tots. Tot Soccer, 
Tot Surprise and Bitty Basketball will 
start August 31, September 1 and 2. 
These classes are for children ages 3-5. 
The kids will learn the basics to the 
sports in a fun, age appropriate set-
ting. Tot Surprise is something new 
this fall. The kids will learn a new 
sport/activity each week. Don’t miss 
out on the fun. Sign up now before the 
classes are full.

Football season is here. What 
better ways to get the kids into that 
football spirit than to sign them up for 
flag football. Coed Youth Flag Football 
(Grades 1-2) will start September 7 and 
the deadline to register is September 
5. The NFL Punt, Pass and Kick (ages 
6-15) will start at 10:00 a.m. September 
4 at the Westlake Recreation Center 
grounds. The Pass and Catch class is 
geared for kids ages 4-6 and will teach 
the basics of the game.

For more information regarding 
programs and events, please make 
your way up to the Westlake Recreation 
Center which is located at 28955 Hill-
iard Blvd, call us at 440-808-5700 or go 
to our website at www.cityofwestlake.
org/recreation.     

Mayor Clough stands in with members of the Lake Erie 
Electric team, winner of the 2010 Corporate Challenge.

single state constitution. It took six days 
for Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin to 
ratify the amendment. Kansas, New 
York and Ohio followed on June 16, 
1919. The last required state to ratify 
was Tennessee. The Tennessee vote 
hinged on the vote of a 24-year-old state 
legislator named Harry Burn. He had 
originally voted against ratification. He 
changed his vote after his mother urged 
him to do so.

With the Tennessee ratification the 
36 states met the constitutional require-
ment. The remaining twelve states took 
over sixty years to add their ratifications. 
Mississippi was the last state of the 48 
states to ratify the 19th amendment on 
March 22, 1984.

The sacrifices that suffragists made 
to win the right to vote for women were 
amazing amid circumstances that few 
people recognize today. It is almost 
impossible to conceive how difficult 
their lives were, what hardships they 
endured – public humiliation, terms in 
jail, torture, sometimes loss of life, ridi-
cule – and they did it so that the women 

of yesterday, today and tomorrow could 
exercise their right to vote. Women’s 
Equality Day reminds us of how the 19th 
Amendment has changed our country.

Today, the nonpartisan League of 
Women Voters is where hands-on work 
to safeguard democracy leads to civic 
improvement. The League encourages 
citizens to get involved. For more infor-
mation on the League of Women Voters, 
call the Cuyahoga Area League office 
at 216-781-0555 (referral will be made 
to the League of your choice). Or visit 
these websites: League of Women Voters 
of the Cleveland Area at www.lwvcef.
org; League of Women Voters Cuyahoga 
Area at www.LWVCuyahogaArea.org; 
League of Women Voters Shaker Heights 
at www.shakerlwv.org. 
Information compiled from various 
sources by Joan Hirsh.

League continued from front page

Janet Kershaw, Westlake resident and 
co-president of the LWV Cuyahoga Area, highly 
recommends the HBO film “Iron Jawed Angels,” 
for, without reminders, few of us can really 
know what these brave women endured.
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COMPLAINT FREE
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Unity Spiritual Center 
23855 Detroit Road 
Westlake, OH 44145 
440.835.0400

Friday, Sept. 24th  7:00 pm 
Lecture and Book Signing

Tickets $20
Limited Seating

U H 
   

U H P
Internationally Acclaimed Author

WILL BOWEN

www.UnityHallPresents.com

A revolutionary approach to 
improving every relationship 
in your life!
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Hometown Heroes: Jack Miner
WESTLAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

by Lysa Stanton & Dave Pfister

In 1944, United States newspapers 
were publishing eulogies and paying 
tribute to the fifth-best-known 

man in North America behind only 
Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, Charles 
Lindbergh, and Eddie Rickenbacker. 
The man receiving this tribute was 
Jack Miner, a noted naturalist and lec-
turer who was born in Westlake (then 
known as Dover Center, Ohio) in the 
year 1865.

Mr. Miner was one of 10 children 
living in a small frame house that stood 
near the intersection of Dover Center 
and Westown Blvd. Jack’s English-born 
parents made a meager living in a brick-
yard located across the street from the 
family home. As a boy, Jack chose to 
work long hours in the brickyard instead 
of attending school because he was 
teased relentlessly about his fiery red 
hair and freckles. He only returned to 
school at the age of 12 because he was 
urged to return by friends Jack Rublin, 
Jack Klotze, Herbert Pease and George 
Hubbard.

During the years Jack was not in 
school, he spent hours learning the les-
sons of nature. The creek that ran near 
his home was both a play yard and a 
laboratory. Jack spent a great deal of 
time studying the creatures that crept 
and swam there, as well as the lessons 
he learned about bird life that would 
become his life’s work.

Hard times hit the state of Ohio 
when Jack was 13 years old, and the 
family moved north to Kingsville, 
Ontario, Canada. Although it was hard 

leaving kind people like Mr. and Mrs. 
John Cooley and the Pease family, a 
new brickyard supplied income for the 
family and the Canadian fields supplied 
new wildlife for Jack to study.

Jack later transformed the family 
farm land into a wild life refuge to study 
the migratory habits of Canadian Geese 
(and other water fowl). He banded the 
legs of thousands of wild birds that vis-
ited the sanctuary, each with aluminum 
bands that also bore a printed Bible 
verse.

As early as 1906, a large Minne-
apolis newspaper recognized Jack as 
the “Father of the Conservation Move-
ment.” He lectured throughout the U.S. 
and Canada and was one of the first to 
use the term “Pollution.”

By 1910, over 350 Canadian Geese 
had landed at his sanctuary. Not only 
did waterfowl visit his sanctuary, so 
did visitors from all over the world (as 
many as 15,000 people visited in one 
day), including Henry Ford, Ty Cobb 
and President Herbert Hoover.

Miner never forgot his roots. In 
his autobiography, he wrote,”It must 
be remembered that I was born, and 
spent my innocent boyhood days, in 
that dear old Dover Center, Ohio; and 
I love the descendants of the men who 
were kind to me in my barefoot days...
Such is the burning love I have for the 
land of my birth.”

In 2009, the Westlake Historical 
Society led the refurbishment of the Jack 
Miner historical marker located at Dover 
Center Rd. and Westown Blvd. To learn 
more about Mr. Miner, please e-mail 
Lysa at westlakehistory@yahoo.com.   

The Jack Miner historical marker located at Dover Center Rd. and Westown Blvd. 

by Mary Schordock

WOW! That’s what you’ll say when you see the Westlake High 
School Marching Band, the “Pride of Westlake”,  take 

the field in their brand new uniforms! On Friday, August 27, the Westlake 
Demons host the first football game of the season right here in the stadium 
at Westlake High School. 

Marching musicians, Demonettes, Debonaires and Majorettes will all 
be performing in new uniforms made possible through fundraising efforts 
of the Music Boosters and the Westlake community. These new uniforms 
replace the previous attire which had been worn for over 12 years.

In addition to supporting both the athletes and band members on the 
field by attending the game, the Music Boosters will be selling $1 raffle tickets. 
One lucky winner will have the opportunity to enjoy the spirit and music of 
the entire Demon Marching Band play at their own home!   
Mary Schordock is Publicity Chairperson for the Westlake Music Boosters.

‘Pride of Westlake’ dons new uniforms



4   WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 24 AUG 10                                                                                                                 More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com   

by Laura Gonzalez

The 4th annual Brad-
ley Bay Family Fun 
Dog Show was held at 

Bradley Bay Health Center 
on Saturday, August 14. 
Residents, along with their 
families and pets who came 
to participate in the event, 
enjoyed an afternoon of 
refreshments and fun. A 
great time was had by all!   

Seniors go for dogs at  Bradley Bay 
Family Dog Show

ABOVE: Resident Irene Adams visits with golden retriever Cody, who 
came to join in the fun.

RIGHT: Resident Val Osinski, 
left, enjoys the company 
of his great-grandchildren 
Aaron and Mia Snyder, 
daughter Jackie Taschler 
and dog Brady. Aaron and 
Mia traveled all the way 
from Rockville, Md., to visit 
with their grandparents 
and great-grandfather.

by Rhonda Schneider 

The Bay Village Educa-
tion Foundation is now 
accepting applications 

from teachers, staff and stu-
dents for grant monies to 
fund creative and innovative 
ideas that enhance learning 
opportunities in the Bay Vil-
lage Public Schools.

The Bay Village Educa-
tion Foundation (BVEF) turns 
dreams into reality by sup-
porting projects in all areas of 
the curriculum. Some of the 
exciting educational projects 
made possible by the BVEF 
(thanks to the financial support of 
staff, board members and commu-
nity members) include “Celebrating 
Bay Village’s Bicentennial” at West-
erly School, “Family Math Night” 
at Normandy School, “Gecko and 
Habitat” and “Using IPod Touch 
for Teaching and Learning” at Bay 
Middle School and Pupil Assistance 
in Learning (PAL) for special educa-
tion students at Bay High School. 

The BVEF has awarded over 
$150,000 in grants to over 70 projects 
as it celebrates its 25th year creating 

opportunities for all Bay students. 
To apply for a grant please contact 
Rhonda Schneider at 440-892-1829 
or e-mail bayedfoundation@gmail.
com to request an application. 
Deadline for application to be con-
sidered is September 30, 2010.

The Bay Village Education Foun-
dation is an independent, non-profit 
501(c)(3) volunteer organization that 
funds projects not supported by tax 
dollars. Each year, BVEF provides 
funding for grants, scholarships and 
awards to support projects and pro-

grams in the Bay Schools. The impact 
BVEF has on the school community 
is very visible through the many cre-
ative and innovative projects that 
have been funded by the BVEF since 
1985. Help the BVEF continue to sup-
port the many creative and innova-
tive projects submitted by teachers, 
staff and students of the Bay Village 
schools by making a tax deductible 
donation that will help keep the 
BVEF strong and growing for our 
students of today and our students 
of tomorrow.  

New Business   

Speech therapy      
private practice opens 
in Westlake
by Tracy Biller

Lakeshore Speech Therapy LLC, a speech-
language therapy private practice serv-
ing the west side of Cleveland, recently 

opened an office in Westlake at 24865 Detroit 
Road, Suite #2. 

Lakeshore Speech Therapy is co-owned by my 
partner Ellen Spear and myself. Together we have 
over 30 years of experience working with children 
and adults in a variety of settings including hospitals, 
schools, and long-term care. We opened Lakeshore 
Speech Therapy in 2009 to provide speech therapy 
services in clients’ homes and quickly expanded to 
our newly-opened Westlake location. 

Starting Wednesday September 29, Lakeshore 
Speech Therapy will be holding a social skills group 
for school-aged children from 6:30-8:00 p.m. The 
class will run for eight weeks, ending on November 
17. The group costs $800 and the deadline to sign 
up is September 15. Detailed information regard-
ing the social skills group is available at www.lake-
shorespeech.com.

Ellen and I are committed to providing high-
quality, competitively priced speech-language 
therapy services for children and adults. For more 
information, please check out our website and 
submit your questions on the “Contact Us” page 
or call 440-668-3104.   

Bay Village Education Foundation getting ready 
to create new opportunities

Westerly Elementary School students learn about the history of Bay Village to 
help celebrate the Bicentennial.

Come in for savings up to 
    off clear out 
           merchandise

Clear Out Sale!
We’re renovating our Lakewood store to serve you better!

Come in for savings up to 
            off clear out 
           merchandise75% 75% 

75 years, 3 stores, 1 family

Ziggy the Gecko at Bay Middle School with Mr. Kuh’s classroom.
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by Denise Ayres

The Compeer Program at Far West 
Center is now in the twenty-first year of 
“Making Friends. Changing Lives,” the 

motto of Compeer Inc. At the Far West Center 
Compeer Office we have made numerous 
friendship matches that have decreased the 
depression and isolation that often comes 
with managing mental illness. 

In this era of new technology and medi-
cal research, mental illness is still too often 
misunderstood by the general public.  Severe 
mental illness is a physical illness. Mental 
illness is an imbalance of some of the count-
less number of chemicals that make up brain 
function. Mental illness is treated with medi-
cation in order to restore brain chemicals 
to a healthy functioning balance. Persons 
in recovery from mental illness also benefit 
from education regarding brain function and 
coping with symptoms. 

People do recover from mental illness. 
It is unfortunate that some obstacles stand 
in the way of people in recovery from recon-
necting back with their communities. There 
are the obstacles of stigma and misunder-
standing that exist in the general public. Also 
there are those obstacles of wrong informa-
tion and incorrect portrayals of mental illness 
in the media. In addition, there are personal 
obstacles like depression and anxiety that 
often come with managing mental illness.  

The Compeer Program is available to 
help adults in recovery from mental illness to 
regain a social network and develop friend-
ships. The Compeer Program is in need of 
adult volunteers to offer their friendship to 
help others. Compeer Volunteering is easy 
to schedule because it only requires one 
hour per week or four hours per month 
and is determined by each individual vol-
unteer. Each Compeer Match makes their 

own schedule. If you want more information 
please call 440-835-6212, ext. 242 or email 
compeer@farwestcenter.com. 

Please take a moment to read these 
personal stories that demonstrate the heal-
ing power of friendship that Compeer pro-
vides.

Kim has been matched with her Com-
peer Volunteer, Laura, since October 2007. 
Their match, like many in our program, con-
tinues long after the required twelve months. 
In June, Laura invited Kim to her daughter’s 
wedding. Kim attended and was treated like 
part of Laura’s family  Laura emailed to our 
Compeer Office a joyful photo of herself and 
Kim at the wedding.

Nancy was a member of the Girl Scouts 
and her high school marching band. She 
grew up to be a very intelligent woman. As 
she was reaching adulthood , the symptoms 
of mental illness began. Nancy and her 
family were baffled as to why this occurred. 
Her mom, Sally, helped her receive the 
health care treatment she needed. Nancy 
grew increasingly more anxious and started 
to refuse to leave her bedroom.

Sally encouraged Nancy to join Com-
peer and accompanied her on the Compeer 
Events Nancy agreed to attend. In the Com-
peer Program, Nancy experienced a warm, 
supportive, and friendly atmosphere of 
peers, volunteers, and program staff. Gradu-
ally Nancy started attending more events 
and starting more conversations. Her social 
network grew and so did the number of her 
interests! 

Nancy has been matched with two 
volunteers since joining Compeer. The first 
match lasted a year. Now Nancy and her 
match, Amanda, enjoy meeting at local res-
taurants and movie theaters. They are devel-
oping a friendship bond via their mutual love 
for Sci Fi, pets, and movies! 

The Compeer Program and the 
healing power of friendship

by Richard Gash

The Sea Scouts plan on defend-
ing their title at the second 
annual Lake Erie Boat Float  

with a vessel named “Rolling Tide.” 
The event will be held at Edgewater 
State Park Beach on Saturday, Sep-
tember 11, at 9:00 a.m. 

“Rolling Tide,” made with 750 
Tide bottles, will compete with other 
boats made out of recyclable materi-
als to highlight awareness about the 
impact of plastic on our environ-
ment. Last year the Sea Scouts were 

winners of the Best Use of Recyclable 
Materials Award with their entry, “Hi 
Tide.” This year they are planning on 
winning Fastest Boat with Rolling 
Tide’s unique design, loosely based 
on a hamster wheel, which will be 
propelled by three to four scouts.

Sea Scouts is a co-ed program for 
youth, 13 years old and over, with an 
emphasis on nautical skills, sailing 
dinghies and larger yachts. New mem-
bers are welcome. For further details 
contact Richard Gash at 871-6106.  
Richard Gash is the Skipper of Sea 
Scout Ship 41.

Sea Scouts to compete in 
Great Lake Erie Boat Float

(L-to-R) Alex, Nico, Gabriel, Andrew and Nate look through the half-
completed “Rolling Tide” as night falls.
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Inaugural motorcycle classic 
at Drug Mart a success
by Charles Kettler

The first ever Discount Drug Mart 
Open Throttle Motorcycle Classic, 
held on Saturday, August 14, at the 

Westlake Drug Mart store, was a success. 
With an early morning shower being the 
only hiccup, the day’s events went off as 
expected.

The Cleveland sports teams were 
well represented by their larger-than life-
mascots. The Gladiators cheerleaders and 
dance team joined the Cavaliers Moon-
dog, Lake Erie Monsters Sully and the 
Cleveland Gladiators Rudi. As DJ Jeff and 
the band TORRN entertained the crowd 
and a couple dozen motorcycle enthusi-
asts, the mascots put on their own show 
with a surprise dance routine.

Officers Ken Delfing and Roseanna 
McCoy from the Westlake Police Dept. 
DARE unit attended all day with their 
state of the art DARE van. Kids enjoyed 
corn hole games, DARE merchandise 
and giveaways from Discount Drug Mart. 
Everyone enjoyed the free hot dogs that 

were being grilled up along with chips, 
pop and water.

Twenty-five contestants in five cat-
egories (sport, custom, vintage touring 

and cruiser) competed for the public’s 
vote. The winners received best of show 
plaques and runner-up framed certifi-
cates. Here are the winners for the 2010 
Motorcycle Classic:
Overall Best of Show
Chuck Kettler, Vintage – 1974 Norton 850
Best of Show Classes
Sport: Christine Haggard
Custom: Jim Corp
Vintage: Chuck Kettler

Touring: Chuck Kettler
Cruiser: Bob Koenig

With over $1,000 being raised for the 
DARE program, Discount Drug Mart is 
always excited to be involved with the 
community. With a great show under their 
belt in 2010, Drug Mart is already looking 
ahead to 2011.

Thank you to all who participated, 
worked and supported the 2010 Motorcy-
cle Classic. Hope to see you next year!   

Westlake officer Roseanna McCoy, 
right, offers a DARE T-shirt to an event 
participant.

Officer Roseanna conducts a simulated sobriety test using special goggles to 
simulate the effects of increased alcohol levels.

Family Owned
& Operated by the
Lundy Family

24 HOURSERVICE

WESTERN SUBURBS

BAKER MOTORS TOWING
Serving the western suburbs since 1941

216-521-7500
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by Tom Meyrose

Huntington Playhouse is present-
ing “Smokey Joe’s Café” featur-
ing the music of Jerry Leiber 

and Mike Stoller through Sept. 12. Per-
formances are on Friday and Saturday 
evenings with one Sunday matinee on 
September 12 at 2:00 p.m.

The music of this legendary rock 
and roll songwriting duo light up the 
stage. Featuring hits from the ‘50s and 
‘60s, this sizzling revue will have you 
on your feet and dancing. Jerry Leiber 
and Mike Stoller may not be household 
names, but their 45-year collaboration 

has yielded some of the most famous 
rhythm and blues and rock and roll hits 
of all time including “On Broadway,” 
“Love Potion #9,” “Stand By Me” and 
“Hound Dog.”

 Reservations are strongly recom-
mended by calling the box office at 
440-871-8333.

Huntington Playhouse is located 
at 28601 Lake Road in Bay Village, Ohio 
and is a licensed affiliate of the Cleve-
land Metroparks. For more informa-
tion, check the web site: www.hunting-
tonplayhouse.com.     
Tom Meyrose is Managing Director of 
Huntington Playhouse.

‘Smokey Joe’s Cafe’ rocks at 
Huntington Playhouse

by Karen Huhndorff

The Women’s Board of Lake Erie 
Nature & Science Center invites 
you to join them at Huntington 

Playhouse for a benefit performance of 
“Cash on Delivery,” which the Playhouse 
describes as “a fast-paced, full-on farce 
complete with slamming doors, dead 
bodies, bald-faced lies, and mistaken 
identities.”

A matinee performance followed 
by a reception will be Sunday, Septem-
ber 26, at 2 p.m. Tickets are $20 each. 
Seating is limited. In order to purchase 
tickets that will benefit Lake Erie Nature 

& Science Center, call Karen Huhndorff 
at 440-835-3283.

The mission of the nonprofit Lake 
Erie Nature & Science Center is to edu-
cate and inspire each of us to under-
stand, appreciate, and take responsibil-
ity for our natural universe. The Center 
serves many people from communities 
throughout Cleveland.

The LENSC Women’s Board is co-
sponsoring this benefit with the Avon Lake 
Women’s Club which raises funds for com-
munity scholarships and projects.     
Karen Huhndorff is a member of Lake 
Erie Nature & Science Center’s Women’s 
Board.

LENSC Women’s Board benefit 
performance at Huntington Playhouse

The 48th Annual BAYarts Juried Show takes place September 10-30. Ages 
18 and over with work completed in the past 24 months are encouraged 
to enter. All mediums and subjects are welcome with cash prizes and 

awards. This year’s judges are Douglas Utter, artist, art critic and writer and 
Ross Lesko, director of the Kenneth-Paul Lesko Gallery in Gordan Square. Entry 
forms can be downloaded at www.bayarts.net. 

Call for Entries: BAYarts 48th 
Annual Juried Show
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 Take $25 off your first four cleanings

Take $20 off our popular fill-in service 
(kitchen and bathroom)Visit www.ecomaids.com/cleveland to receive your Online Estimate

Green Cleaning for your home!
Saving the planet, one spotless home at a time

(440) 452-0077

$100 Off 
Bi-Weekly Cleaning

Try us for Just $49

Automatic Overflow BACK to Down Spout
NO Mosquitos, NO Algea, NO Debris

Completely assembled 55 Gallon Barrel with attached RainReserve diverter.
We are Ohio’s only authorized RainReserve distributor.

      The “GREEN” Garage Store
       

Visit us at Crocker Park’s Market Days Credit Cards Accepted

Completely Assembled Rain Barrels!
A sustainable GREEN solution for your home and garden.
Fully Assembled Rain Barrels!                                              
A sustainable GREEN solution for your home and garden
 ] 55 Gallon Rain Barrel with RainReserve™  Diverter
 ] Made in the USA from 100% Recycled Materials
 ] Completely Closed System w/Automatic Overflow
 ] NO Mosquitoes, Algae or Debris – UV & Freeze-Proof
 ] Hi-Flow Spigot with Garden Hose Thread

The ‘GREEN’ Garage Store – 440-666-6577
Visit us online at: www.theGREENgaragestore.com

Join the ‘Going Green’ 
section in the Observer!
Designed for advertisers whose products 

or services support the “green” movement

Call Laura at 440-477-3556 for more details

Going Green

Spiritual center challenges economic downturn 
by Terri Zajac

Who would be crazy enough to 
start a major building expan-
sion in the midst of the worse 

economic climate since the Great 
Depression? Who? Unity Spiritual Center 
in Westlake!

The new facility, named Unity Hall, is 
now a venue that will be used for a variety 
of inspirational events for the people of 
northeast Ohio, as well as for fellowship, 
weddings, receptions, meetings, cel-
ebrations and more. Construction took a 
major leap of faith.

In late August, 2008, the members of 
Unity Spiritual Center celebrated the kick-
off of the center’s first expansion project 
in 30 years. After a year-long capital cam-
paign, and the approval of a construction 
loan from Shore Bank, Unity was ready 
to break ground on a large new building 
which would double the size of the center 
and provide a beautiful new venue for the 
greater community. 

At the same time Unity was celebrat-
ing, a shift was occurring in the world 
economy, brought into sharp relief with 
the collapse of Lehman Brothers invest-
ment bank on September 16, 2008. Fears 
of a global economic meltdown permeated 
every facet of life in the U.S. and abroad. 
No one knew what would happen.

The Board of Trustees, under the 
leadership of Reverends Barbara and Stan 
Smith, having just signed a loan agreement 
whose repayment was partially based on 
the promise of future pledges from its con-
gregation, faced a 
dilemma. They were 
both stewards of the 
center’s finances, 
and practitioners of 
Unity’s prosperity 
principles. 

Although the 
expansion was in 
the final design 
stage, nothing had 
been built. It was 
not too late to halt 
the project until clar-
ity emerged about 
the world economy. 

Stalling the project, however, would not 
only allow a continuation of the crowded 
facilities, but would indicate a lack of faith 
in the principles that had sustained the 
growth of the Unity movement for over a 
hundred years.

Faith prevailed and the project went 
boldly forward resulting in a beauti-
ful new building which will allow a 
variety of classes, events and activi-
ties for years to come. On Unity 
Spiritual Center’s six acre wooded 
campus, also featuring a 90-foot 

outdoor labyrinth and meditation garden, 
Unity Hall stands complete and ready to 
serve. It is a testimony to faith, to the prin-
ciples of prosperity which Unity teaches, 
and to the power of intention.   
Terri Zajac is the volunteer Marketing 
Director for Unity Spiritual Center.

What is Unity?
Unity Spiritual Center is one 
of about 900 Unity centers in 
the U.S. Unity teaches that 
authentic spiritual experience 
must come from within a 
person, a natural outgrowth 
of their own work in personal 
growth. As a movement, 
Unity is sometimes described 
as culturally Christian, but 
spiritually unlimited. The 
Unity movement was founded 
in Missouri in the late 1800s 
and has ordained ministers, 
but no dogma, hierarchy, or 
gurus. It welcomes people of 
all religions, spiritual paths, 
races and sexual orientation.

The new Unity Spiritual Center addition.

Unity Hall, the multi-purpose room, can be used for weddings and other gatherings.
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WPPL’s calendar of events
WESTLAKE PORTER PUBLIC LIBRARY

by Elaine Willis

Friday, August 20 (9 a.m.-3 p.m.) and Saturday, August 
21 (9 a.m.-3 p.m.) VideO Game CreatiOn with 
Stephanie SuttOn  – You play them but did you ever 
wonder how to build a computer game? The gaming industry 
is an exciting field that requires the technical ability of a 
computer programmer and the creativity of an artist. Dive into 
interactivity with a multimedia designer. Start programming 
and designing your own games! Concepts review include: 
game theory, points, why we love games, online movements, 
creating your own goals, designing video characters. Please 
register starting August 13. Ages 12-18 only.

Friday, August 20 (10:30-11:15 a.m.) COme play with 
me! – Open playtime with age appropriate toys, songs and 
rhymes for ages 2-5 and their caring adults. Please register 
one week before each session.

Saturday, August 21 (10:45 a.m.) weSt Side 
writerS

Wednesday, August 25 (2 p.m.) afternOOn BOOk 
diSCuSSiOn – The August selection is “Sag Harbor” by 
Colson Whitehead.

Wednesday, August 25 (7 p.m.) find mOney fOr yOur 
nOn-prOfit OrGanizatiOn – Learn how to research 
foundations and companies that give money to non-profit 
organizations like yours using Foundation Center’s database 
Foundation Directory Online. Please register.

Friday, August 27 (10 a.m.- 12 p.m.) pOrter’S fiBer 
fanatiCS – Socialize, share, and solve problems with fellow 
needle artists while you work on your current project.

Monday, August 30 (1-7 p.m.) ameriCan red CrOSS 
BlOOdmOBile

Thursday, September 2 (7-8:45 p.m.) inVeStOr 
intereSt GrOup – Craig Koeth will discuss “Taxes, Capital 
Gains and Inflation: Planning for 2011.” Please register.

Friday, September 3 (10:30-11 a.m.), Wednesday, 
September 8 (10:30-11 a.m.), Monday, September 13 
(7-7:30 p.m.) and Wednesday, September 22 (7-7:30 
p.m.) let’S SinG and danCe! – Join us for a fun session of 
singing and dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. 
No registration required.

Saturday, September 4 (2-3 p.m.) and Saturday, 
September 11 (2-3 p.m.) leGO CluB – Bring your ideas 
and imagination! Ages 6-13. Please register one week prior 
to each session.

Monday, September 6 Labor Day - liBrary ClOSed

Thursdays, September 9 – October 21 (6:30-7:30 p.m.) 
kidS’ Smart Start finanCial literaCy SerieS – 
Parents and kids will learn about financial management 
together. Bring your child and learn how to make wise 
financial decisions from the get-go! Registration begins 
August 26. Series will continue in October with sessions for 
teens and their parents. September sessions are as follows:

    • 9/9: Starting Smart – For parents of kids ages newborn  
      to 2. Parents only, please.

    • 9/16: Making Sense of Money – For parents and kids   
      ages 3-5

    • 9/23: Raising Savvy Savers – For parents and kids   
      ages 6-8

    • 9/30: Kids Mean Business – For parents and kids   
      ages 9-12

To register for any of the programs, please call (440) 871-2600 
or visit http://signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080.

$25 
ONE MONTH 

UNLIMITED TANNING

40% OFF ANY LOTION
23760 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

(Corner of Clague & Center Ridge Rd.)
Mon-Thu: 10-9; Fri: 10-8; 

Sat: 10-5; Sun: 10-4

440-899-9435

EMPIRE
TANNING

EMPIRE
TANNING

Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way, Bay Village (off Columbia Rd.)

440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

Greenisland 
Irish Pub & 
Restaurant

Miniature exhibition at Porter Library 
throughout September
by Joyce Waltz-Umerley

Westlake resident Lynne Rice, a member 
of Cleveland Miniaturia Society since 
1976, will have a small part of her 

miniature collection and projects on display at 
Porter Library beginning Sept. 1 and continuing 
throughout the month of September.

Since Halloween is a popular theme with 
miniaturists, and the general public, there will 
be several of Lynne’s “Halloween in Miniature” 
settings, plus her delightful “Alice in Wonderland” 
vignette. Cleveland Miniaturia Society member 
and doll collector Peg Graves will also have on 
display some of her china dolls, doll accessories 
and dishes.

While at Porter Library, discover the remark-
able miniature replica of Westlake’s Clague House, 
located near the large meeting room. In 1980, 
Cleveland Miniaturia Society members took on 
restoration of the Clague House replica for the 
Westlake Historical Society. Some of the furnish-
ings in the replica were recreated in miniature, 

exactly as they appear in full size at Clague House. 
Lynne Rice helped work on this project. Five years 
ago, Westlake Historical Society moved the Clague 
House replica from Clague House on Columbia 
Road to Porter Library, where more could view 
and enjoy it.

The Cleveland Miniaturia Society Inc. is the 
oldest miniature club in the country. Dedicated to 
the enjoyment, education and promotion of the 
dollhouse miniature hobby, our goal is to share 
our love of miniatures with others. We give back 
to the community through programs and displays 
offered in public settings. Each year, proceeds 
from the annual show benefit a local nonprofit 
organization. Proceeds from the October 2010 
show will benefit the Cleveland Foodbank.

Currently, CMS members are busy with final 
preparations for their 39th annual show on Satur-
day, October 9, entitled “Halloween in Miniature.” 
For information, go to www.clevelandminiaturia-
society.org, or call Lynne Rice at 440-333-3605. 
Joyce Waltz-Umerley is a member of The Cleveland 
Miniaturia Society.

Westlake resident Lynne Rice’s miniatures collection, including this portrayal of Alice in 
Wonderland, will be on display at  Westlake Porter Public Library during the month of September.

by Mary Conway-Sullivan

It’s been called the party 
of the year by more than 
one attendee and tickets 

to the annual “Light Up the 
Night” fall fundraiser are 
already selling briskly for 
this September 18 event with 
RPM as the premier sponsor.

Each year the theme 
focuses on “lights” and this 
year it’s “Moondance,” which 
will be reflected in the decor. 
The benefit is held each fall to raise general oper-
ating funds. Last years event raised $40,000, this 
year’s goal is to exceed that. 

“It rained last year but no one noticed,” says 
Rory Berg, Corporate Sponsor chair. “We danced 
and ate and had a ball. The common response 
was ‘what rain?’ “ 

As always, several top restaurants will show 

off the best of their menus 
including Michael Symon’s 
B Spot, Three Birds, Blue 
Point Grille, The Good Fork, 
87 West, Sweet Melissa’s, 
Tartine, Vento and Mojo’s. 
Open bars including Great 
Lakes beer and great wines 
are included in the price of 
the ticket. Silent auction 
items include a sailboat 
cruise and original works 
of art. The band, always a 
centerpiece of the event, 

will be the jazzy, bluesy, original sound of Kris-
tine Jackson.

Tickets are $75 each or you can purchase a 
table for 10 friends. For information on corporate 
sponsorship or to purchase tickets, visit www.
bayarts.net or call 440-871-6543.  
Mary Conway-Sullivan is the Chair for Develop-
ment on the BAYarts board.

BAYarts will light up the night with a Moondance!
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B A Y L A N E S

BOWLING

27229 Wolf Rd., Bay Village
440-871-0911

www.BayLanesBowl.com

“Best of the West”
winner for best 

birthday party place
––––––––––––––––

New Owners-New Atmosphere
––––––––––––––––

NEW LEAGUES NOW 
FORMING

 Join Now & Get 
Entered to win 

a Las Vegas 
trip! 

Book your next party 
at Bay Lanes before 

Sept. 30th and 
SAVE $10. 

Can be used towards later party date.

CLIP & SAVE 

Fall happenings at the Bay library
by Joyce Sandy

The Bay Village Branch of the Cuyahoga County Public Library has a busy and 
exciting fall season planned for all ages and interests. Storytimes, specials, 
book discussions and speakers are only some of the programs that will be 

available.
Storytimes for all ages begin the week of September 20, with no registration 

needed. Snuggle Bugs for ages birth-30 months, Morning Movers for ages 1-3 years, 
Wednesday Wonders for ages 30 mos. to 5 years, Preschool for ages 3-5 years, and 
Friday Fun for ages birth-5 years are offered for our youngest customers and their 
caregivers. Please check online or stop in for a flyer for dates and times.   

Also coming to the library is Touchdown for Reading! Get in the game this fall! 
Play the Touchdown for Reading online reading game for grades 4-8, but students 
of all ages are invited to participate. Presented in partnership with the Cleveland 
Browns. Visit cuyahogalibrary.org/touchdownforreading for details. Play the game 
from Sept. 7-November 20.

Specials programs that require registration for the beginning of September 
include:

ADULT DEPARTMENT

Wednesday, Sept. 1 (1:30 p.m.) wedneSday afternOOn BOOk diS-
CuSSiOn

Thursday, Sept. 2 (7:30 p.m.) thurSday eVeninG BOOk diSCuS-
SiOn

Wednesday, Sept. 15 (7 p.m.) authOr JOhn tidyman – The author of 
“Gimme Rewrite Sweetheart: Tales from the Glory Days of Cleveland Newspa-
pers” will talk about what it was like to be a newspaper reporter in Cleveland 
during its heyday. A book signing will follow the presentation. Sponsored by 
the Friends of the Bay Village Library.

CHILDRENS DEPARTMENT

Thursday Sept. 9 (7 p.m.) Girl time – Girls in grades 2-3 are invited to spend 
a special evening with an adult female friend. We’ll discuss a good book, share a 
snack, and try a fun project.

Please visit cuyahogacountylibrary.org or come in to the library for a complete 
list of program days and times. We hope to see you soon!

CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY BAY VILLAGE BRANCH  

try this for labor Day!

   The 
FineWine 
& Tobacco

NOW A STATE 
LIQUOR AGENCY!

Huge selection of beer & wines
Open 7 days a week

Join us for our 
Wine Tastings
EVERY OTHER SATURDAY

Next Wine Tasting -
Sat., Aug. 28, 7-9 pm

Silverado and Girard
NAPA wines

 Call ahead for reservations

26179 Detroit Rd. in Jefferson Square

www.finewinewestlake.com

440-892-7096

FREE 2 
LITER
SODA, TONIC WATER, 

CLUB SODA OR OTHER SELECT 
NON-ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
with any purchase of $5.00 or more.

The Fine Wine and Tobacco

RECIPE INGREDIENTS
	4-1/2 pounds red-skinned or white- 
  skinned  potatoes
	1/3 cup canola oil
	1/4 cup vinegar (cider, white wine or  
  rice vinegars would work nicely)
	1 teaspoon salt
	1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black  
  pepper

	1-1/4 cups mayonnaise
	1/4 cup dill pickle juice (or to taste)
	3 tablespoons coarse-grained Dijon  
  mustard
	6 large hard-boiled eggs, chopped
	1-1/2 cups finely chopped green  
  onions
	1 cup finely chopped celery
	3/4 cup chopped fresh parsley
	1/2 cup chopped dill pickle, if desired

DIRECTIONS
Working in 3 batches, cut potatoes into 
3/4-inch cubes. Boil or steam until 
tender, about 10 minutes. Set aside.
Meanwhile, whisk oil, vinegar, salt and 
pepper in large bowl to blend. Add hot 
potatoes and gently toss until most of 
dressing is absorbed.
      Stir mayonnaise, pickle juice and mus-
tard in another large bowl to blend. Add 
all remaining ingredients and reserved 
potato mixture; toss to coat. Season to 
taste with salt and pepper. Cover and 
refrigerate. Makes 12 servings.
     Salad can be prepared one day ahead. 
Keep refrigerated. 

FOOD & DINING

by Laurel Wendell

I tried the following recipe for the first time last weekend. Everybody loved it, very 
creamy and full of flavor. It went together quickly and easily. I used white pota-
toes, white wine vinegar, Grey Poupon mustard and left out the pickle juice and 

chopped pickles. I plan on making this again, so maybe I’ll try them next time.

all-ameriCan pOtatO Salad  Adapted from: Cooking.com

Have a tried-and-true recipe? Log 
in to wbvobserver.com/members 
and share it with the community!

come learn about the
 WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE

you are invited to an informative program about 
the community newspaper and website!

WeDneSDay, SePt. 15
WeStlaKe Porter Public library

learn about the WbV observer – how it got started, 
who’s involved and how you can participate.

this program is open to all citizens 
of bay & Westlake, and the civic and non-profit 

groups that serve the community.

ScheDule

6:30 p.m.
We’ll start with an overview presentation of the 
WbV observer project & community journalism. 

We’ll discuss our mission, the accomplishments of the 
last year, and our plans for the future.

7:00 p.m.
Step-by-step demonstration on submitting stories, 

events  and attaching photos.

7:30 p.m.
an open, stop-in session for one-on-one questions, 

story ideas and instruction. 

For more info call Tara at 440-409-0114 
or email us at staff@wbvobserver.com
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Private party 
room available 
seats up to 
40 people

Arrabiata’s
Italian Restaurant

$5 MARTINIS - Happy Hour: M-F 4-7; Sun 4-8  

$11 EARLY BIRD SPECIALS: MON-FRI, 4-6 

Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

by Mel Maurer

In Part I of this article in the last issue, 
I told you how I got started in writ-
ing Letters to the Editor and some of 

the experiences this avocation has  led 
to over the years in two areas – greater 
Nashville and greater Cleveland. Overall 
my purpose in these pieces is to encour-
age you to also express your opinions in 
writing to papers, magazines and web 
sites.

While I have accumulated some 
experience in writing and some success 
in having many of my letters printed 
since I started about 18 years ago, I would 
not presume to tell you how to write. I 
consider writing, much as opinions, to 
be very personal. We all have our own 
style just as we have our own opinions. 
Sometimes, people that know I write 
letters will suggest topics to me. While 
I appreciate their confidence, writing 
others’ opinions would just not work for 

me – and probably not for you either.
I never sit down at my keyboard just 

to write a letter – it doesn’t work that way 
with me. Rather, most of the time, some 
news item will draw my attention and 
then lead me to form an opinion. Those 
that I can’t get out of my mind will lead 
me to my notepad or computer to put 
into words just what I think. In writing it I 
try to say in typed words just what I would 
say if the reader was sitting across from 
me - a “Here’s what I think…” approach. 
My letters never take very long to write 
– most require less than 10 minutes – 
probably because I’ve given the subject 
some thought before I begin. I once had 
one of my letters picked as one of twenty 
“Letters of the Year” in USA Today (out 
of over 65,000 submitted by writers that 
year) that took less than five minutes to 
write and send.

Letters to Editors do not require the 
formal letter-writing procedures we may 
have been taught in school. The most 

important thing is to say just what you 
think and why. Your opinions need not 
be wrapped with unnecessary words to 
satisfy some out-dated conventions – 
which will only detract from your main 
point anyway. I think the training many 
of us received in “proper” letter writing 
has held back communications by letter 
writing over the years. (Letter writing to 
me includes snail mail and e-mail and 
maybe even Twitter and texting – with 
correct spelling.)

My writing, in my early school years, 
was judged by my handwriting (poor) 
and then by my typing (terrible) rather 
than by what it was I was saying. I hope 
such standards in schools have changed 
by now, but for many of us we’ll always 
remember strict “rules” which, if not fol-
lowed, would earn a bad grade. (It wasn’t 
until I won a city-wide essay contest in 
elementary school that my teachers 
actually read my words, ignoring my 
handwriting – I hope some teachers read 
this.)

A good Letter to the Editor states 
opinion clearly and concisely – just the 
way you would be telling someone what 
you thought if they were there. One of the 

best “Letters of the Year” in a Nashville 
paper, (not mine), was only eight words 
long but it said what it wanted to say very 
well, and no more words than that were 
needed.

I’ve sometimes received up to five 
pages of handwriting in response to a 
two-paragraph letter I had printed. The 
writer, no doubt, wondered why his or 
her letters never got printed – as if any 
publication has the room or ink for such 
missives. Get “Write” to your point. I’ve 
found if I can’t do it that way, I don’t really 
have something to say after all and I 
move on.

It’s nice when our letters get printed 
– even with negative feedback at times 
– but printed or not, your opinions are 
being read (well maybe not the five-
page variety) and will have an influence. 
I encourage you to try – especially as we 
approach another election cycle. Our 
Democratic Republic belongs to us – 
those in office and in the media need to 
hear from us on important issues.

I look forward to reading your words 
soon. 
Mel Maurer lives in Westlake and can be 
reached at melmaurer@sbcglobal.net.

Matters of Opinion: Adventures in 
writing letters to editors, Part II

Readers’ Opinions

The Bay Village Bicentennial Committee has selected the winners of its 
“Letters to the Future” contest. Bay Village residents were challenged 
to write a letter of 300 words or less to the 2110 residents of Bay. Judg-

ing took place after the contest closed on July 10, and winners were chosen 
in three age groups: 16 years and younger, 16 to 64 years, and over 65 years. 
The letters will be placed in the city’s 2010 Bicentennial Time Capsule which 
will be sealed on December 31, 2010, with an open-date of October 10, 2110 
– Bay’s 300th birthday.

The Observer will be printing each winning letter, beginning with this 
one by Caroline Dannemiller, winner of the 16 and under age group.

Dear Reader,
I hope you will enjoy my letter
In it will be some description, complaint and positive things about Bay Village.
Almost everyone here right now loves soccer.
Never use weed killer companies on your grass (they ruined my garden.)
Bay pool is awesome!
It is giant with big slides, diving boards, and even a playground.
Dear Reader,
Bay’s library is wonderful with several aisles of wonderfully illustrated picture 

books & giant cahter (sic) books.
Oh, excuse me, I’m writing this letter in 2010. The math year you’re a hundred 

years after me.  I am nine.
Dear Reader,
Do you like Bay?  I hope so.  I do.  Here I am in 2010 a hundred years later here 

are you.
Dearest Reader, here I must stop and say goodbye.
I live:  (address omitted for publication).

Bye,
 You’re a hundred-year friend,
 Caroline Dannemiller

bay bicentennial committee picks 
‘letters to the Future’ winners

POETRY

the moth of 
Disconsolation
by Joseph Psarto, Westlake

There is a moth who eats
the shredded fabrics
of discarded love,
and he is very fat.
 
You have fed him my torn rags,
and I, ever the fool,
run quickly to my loom
to supply his future needs.

Senior evolution
by Dianne Borowski, Bay Village

I am becoming older
Strangely defiant
Of youthful ideals.
What worked for me
At twenty, thirty, etc.
No longer pleases me.

I am becoming
Someone I do not know,
Someone whose skin
I am not yet comfortable in,
I am becoming who I am not.
I am becoming who I was 
meant to be.



Skapes as their leader, spent nine days travel-
ing throughout the country, from the bustling 
markets of San José to kayaking around Arenal 
Volcano to hiking through Tortuga National 
Park and witnessing the magnificent La For-
tuna waterfall. Along the way, the students were 
guided by a Costa Rican native who educated 
them on the local animal and plant life. NA 
Sean Waitkus, the group’s diligent photojour-
nalist, described the guide’s vast knowledge of 
even the most obscure species as comparable 
to “a Discovery Channel episode every five 
minutes.”

“The education these kids received was 
literally once in a lifetime,” Skapes said. “They 
may return to Costa Rica fifty times and never 
get to see wild macaws that close or get so 
excited over a crocodile encounter.”

Waitkus lamented that most young adults 
in Ohio never get the chance to experience 
such vast biodiversity. “You always hear about 
people who are world travelers. Now, I have to 
stop and think for a second: ‘Wait, I’m one of 
those people.’ It’s an incredible feeling.”

When asked whether he would be taking 
his Naturalist Assistants to Costa Rica for anoth-
er trip, Skapes just smiled with the wisdom and 
weariness that follows an intensely enriching 
experience. “Hopefully,” he replies. “At the end 
of the trip, several students began crying and 
thanking me for ‘the best time of our lives.’ If I 
can, I would love to share that with more of our 
student volunteers in years to come.”

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center is a 
Bay Village-based nonprofit regional center of 
excellence that features a planetarium, wildlife 
rehabilitation, more than 100 live animals on 
exhibit and a wide variety of educational offer-
ings. For more information, visit www.lensc.org 
or call 440-871-2900.
Katie Ferman is a Communications Intern 
at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, honors 
student at the Ohio State University and a Bay 
Village resident.

costa rica       
continued from front page
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by Kay Laughlin

At the turn of the century, many 
wealthy Clevelanders had homes in the 
city and beautiful estates in the country. 
Huntington Reservation, on the shores 
of Lake Erie, was the former country 
estate of John Huntington (1832-1893), 
a prominent Cleveland industrialist and 
philanthropist.

John Huntington was born in Pres-
ton, England. His father was a math-
ematics teacher in the English school 
system. He made sure John had a good 
education. In 1852, John immigrated to 
the United States and Cleveland, Ohio.

He went into the roofing business 
with his brother, Hugh, and was success-
ful. He soon became a respected Cleve-
land businessman, and his company was 
contracted to roof an early oil refinery 
by John D. Rockefeller. Mr. Rockefeller 
offered the brothers payment in cash 
or stock, and John, daring to adventure 

a little, accepted part payment in stock. He acquired 
considerable wealth by this venture and eventually a 
partnership in the Standard Oil Company.

John Huntington was a creative individual with a 
lively interest in improving ways of doing things effi-
ciently. In 1863, he took up the business of refining oil 
and invented many new methods. So great were the 
advantages from his inventions that the company out-
stripped all competitors. He patented several improve-
ments in oil refining methods.

He had many commercial, civic, and cultural inter-
ests. He was involved in the oil business, a fleet of lake 
vessels, mining, and quarrying in the Cleveland Stone 
Co. John was elected to Cleveland City Council where he 
served for twelve years. He helped to initiate the con-

struction of swing bridges on the Cuyahoga 
River, construct sewer systems throughout the 
city and build the Superior Street Viaduct.

One of Huntington’s biggest contributions 
to the city was the Art and Polytechnic Trust 
which he created in 1889 to fund the estab-
lishment of the Cleveland Museum of Art. His 
other major trust, the Huntington Benevolent 
Trust, supported 19 charitable institutions in 
the Cleveland area.

The Huntington country house burned 
down in the 1920s and the Huntington barns 
in 1970. The tall tower on the bluff of Hunting-
ton Reservation is one of the few remaining 
features of the Huntington’s country estate. 
Although the structure looks like a lighthouse, 
it is actually a water tower built between 1880 
and 1890. It was used to store the water once 
needed to irrigate the fields of the estate. Most 
country estates had fancy vineyards, orchards, 
and gardens with unusual European botani-
cal specimens. The Huntington estate was no 
exception.

The tower is made of cypress wood, but 
today, the outside has been covered with 

siding. The original water pipes, stairway, and water 
tub enclosure still exist inside the tower. John liked to 
sit on top of the tower and watch the sun set. If you look 
down the beach below the tower you can see another 
original Huntington structure: the brick pump house, 
which contained the steam engine used to pump water 
from the lake to the tower. The “H” for Huntington is still 
on the outside of this brick building. Also in the park is 
the Huntington stepping stone used when stepping in 
and out of a carriage.

Cleveland Metroparks purchased the 98.76 acres of 
Huntington Property from the Union Trust Co. in 1925 
for $500,000. Today, it is Huntington Reservation. 
Kay Rothaermel Laughlin is an author & Bay Village 
historian.

the water tower in huntington reservation

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Bay Bicentennial 10.10.10

The Huntington Pump House 

The Huntington Water Tower in the 1890s.

“I am absolutely thrilled with the amenities and personal attention that Mom and
Dad receive at Westlake Village. They are happy and comfortable and the staff
monitors them closely so that they may promptly tend to their evolving needs.”

~ Deanna Gartman, daughter of Westlake Village residents
Dean & Joyce Haberkost

Peace of Mind
for Uncertain

Times

Home maintenance, landscaping, utility bills, rising prices for food and fuel:
Don’t let the burdens of uncertain times turn your life upside down. Make the
move to a Brookdale® Senior Living community now and you will find peace
of mind today, tomorrow and always.

At a Brookdale community, you can do everything you want while we take
care of everything you need: maintenance, landscaping and cooking, local
transportation and more. We’ll also provide opportunities to maximize our
wellness and pursue an Optimum Life®. You will even have access to various
levels of care, should such services ever be required. And it can all be yours
now in a Brookdale Senior Living community.

Call (440) 892-4200 to schedule your personal visit.

Independent Living • Personalized Assisted Living
Rehabilitation & Skilled Nursing • Exceptional Experiences Every DaySM

28550 Westlake Village Dr., Westlake, Ohio 44145
(440) 892-4200 • www.brookdaleliving.com

Exceptional Experiences Every Day is a Service Mark of Brookdale Senior Inc., Nashville, TN, USA ® Reg. U.S. Patent and TM Office. 50810-ROP06-0810

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services

440-871-8588 
 www.drdavecares.com

FREE...Your Choice! Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 
to Crocker Park with new patient exam and x-rays

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

The Huntington Water Tower in the Metroparks’ Huntington Reservation today.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS View more events and post your own on the observer homepage at www.wbvobserver.com.

August 24, 7-8 p.m.
“The Truth about Hormone Therapies - What 
Works and What Doesn’t”
World-renowned hormone restoration expert 
Dr. George Rozakis is giving free lectures on the 
power of bio identical hormones to treat disease 
and maximize quality of life. Seating is limited; call 
440-250-9510 for info and reservations.
Dzugan Method Restorative Medicine, 29111 
Center Ridge Rd. (Spa West Plaza), Westlake

August 27, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Group for Older Adults with Cancer
A support group for older adults coping with a can-
cer diagnosis. Call 216-595-9546 for information.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

August 27, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Teaching Kids to Communicate with their 
Angels
Mary Maynard will teach a class for children from 
ages 6 to 15 years old, and adults who can think 
like children, to learn how to talk to their angels 
and the beings who guide us on this planet. Artist 
Victoria Hawkins will be on site offering personal-
ized paintings of the angels and spirit guides. The 
cost of the class is $30 per child and half off each 
remaining family member. The optional portrait 
is $25. RSVP by August 23: Mary Maynard at 216-
228-0537 or email inrightform@yahoo.com.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

August 29, 7-9 p.m.
BAYarts Celebration of Poetry and Music 2
Such a success the first time, we’re doing it again! 
This isn’t your high school poetry! And great music 

to accompany.
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd., Bay Village

August 30, 7 p.m.
Westlake Schools Information Night
Westlake Council of PTAs invites all parents & 
community members to attend an informational 
session on the Westlake Schools. Doors open 6pm, 
program begins 7pm. Be informed! Be involved!
Westlake Performing Arts Center, 27830 Hilliard Blvd.

August 30, 6-9:30 p.m.
The West Shore Chorale Holds Auditions for 
Upcoming Season
The West Shore Chorale is actively seeking new 
members for its upcoming season. Membership 
is open to all singers with a strong interest in 
performing classical choral music. The Chorale 
is an 75-85 member chorus that performs 2 to 6 
concerts per year, including one holiday concert 
in December and one spring concert in May. This 
year’s exciting schedule also includes a costumed 
production of Verdi’s Aida with Cleveland’s Opera 
Circle, and performances of Handel’s Messiah with 
the Cleveland Philharmonic. Rehearsals are on Tues-
days at 7:30 p.m. at the Municipal Center. Auditions 
are by appointment only, call 216-373-7773.
Rocky River Municipal Center (corner of Hilliard 
and Wagar Roads)

August 31, 7-8 p.m.
“The Truth about Hormone Therapies - What 
Works and What Doesn’t”
World-renowned hormone restoration expert 
Dr. George Rozakis is giving free lectures on the 
power of bio identical hormones to treat disease 

and maximize quality of life. Seating is limited; call 
440-250-9510 for info and reservations.
Dzugan Method Restorative Medicine, 29111 
Center Ridge Rd. (Spa West Plaza), Westlake

Sept. 1-Sept. 30
Miniature Exhibition on Display
See the story on page 8 of this issue.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Sept. 1, 1-2:30 p.m.
Family History Research Help Sessions 
Resume
Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio Genealogi-
cal Society resumes their monthly Family History 
Research Help Sessions. The public is invited and 
there is no charge for this personalized service. For 
additional information, visit http://www.rootsweb.
ancestry.com/~ohcwogs.
Conference Room, Westlake Porter Public Library, 
27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Sept. 1, 6-7:30 p.m.
Parachutes Support Group
Group for children who need ongoing support 
related to cancer in a loved adult family member. 
This workshop meets the first and third Wednes-
day of every month from July 7-September 15. Ad-
vance registration is required; call 216-595-9546.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

Sept. 1, 7-8:30 p.m.
Lake Erie Invasive Species - What’s Next?
It’s been in the news - now hear an expert separate 
fact from fiction! Join Dave Kelch, Associate Profes-
sor and Ohio Sea Grant Extension Specialist as he 

updates us on the status of the invasive species 
that have entered Lake Erie. This program for adults 
will also focus on the impact these species have on 
Lake Erie as well as potential impacts to inland lakes 
and tributaries. Learn about the voracious Asian 
Carp and the concern this invasive species may 
bring to our area. Registration required at $5/adult. 
Call 440-871-2900 with questions or to register.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Sept. 2, 7-8:30 p.m.
Incredible Cruciferous
Participants in this workshop will learn fun and 
delicious recipes that incorporate cruciferous 
vegetables like broccoli, cauliflower and cabbage. 
Example recipes include Brussels sprouts with 
pecans and dried cranberries that are low in satu-
rated fat, sodium and calories.
For more information or to sign up for a class, 
contact The Gathering Place at 216-595-9546 or 
www.touchedbycancer.org. Free to those touched 
by cancer; advance registration is required.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

Sept. 4, 8-11 a.m.
NorthCoast Challenge
Five-mile run, 3.4-mile walk, 1/2 and 1-mile kids 
fun run to benefit charity. Awards given to top 
race finishers. Health and fitness expo will include 
demonstrations, new products and free blood 
pressure and body fat testing. Visit http://www.
northcoastchallenge.com for details and race 
registration form. Must register by Sept. 2.
St. John Medical Center, 29000 Center Ridge Rd., 
Westlake

NOW OPEN
 in the Dover Commons Plaza

660 Dover Center Rd
(next to Kiddie Kollege) 

Clean, cozy, friendly atmosphere
Full service breakfast, lunch & dinner
Breakfast served til 11am daily

 Saturday Night Rib Special 
   Open Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm 

Sat. 8am-8pm
   and Sunday 7am-2pm

   440-835-9011

Love AVON and
mark products?

To place an order or request 
a catalog, contact Laura at 

lg4avon@aol.com
or call 440-892.3924 today.

To shop online, visit:
www.youravon.com/cgonzalez2392

50¢ of every order I receive 
will be donated to finding a 
cure for Alzheimer’s disease

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS
Advertise for just $17.50 per issue 

or $15 for 2 or more issues. Use up 
to 25 words. Call Laura for details:

440-477-3556

by Shirley Hostetler

Zumba...have you heard about it? 
Its hypnotic Latin rhythms and 
easy-to-follow moves create a 

one-of-a-kind fitness program. The 
routines feature interval training ses-
sions where fast and slow rhythms 
and resistance training are combined 
to tone and sculpt your body while 
burning fat and having lots of fun 
doing it.

Our instructor, Sheri Lugo, has 
developed a program for the “in-
between or silver adults” – a dance/
exercise class that you will be able to 
do at your own pace, not too fast and 
not too slow. This is not your mother’s 
or daughter’s Zumba class!

We are having a free demo at the 
Dwyer Center (300 Bryson Lane – 
just off of Lake Road, west of Dover 
Center) on Wednesday, September 8, 
at 5:30 p.m. We hope you will join our 
Zumba Fitness Party! Wear exercise 
clothes and bring a friend. For more 
information, call 835-6565. 
Shirley Hostetler is Assistant to the 
Director of the Bay Village Community 
Services Office.

Dwyer Center 
offers free Zumba 
demo class Sept. 8

by Kim Althausen

Julie Kelsheimer understands the iso-
lation a young mom feels: at home 
all day, feeding infants, chasing tod-

dlers, and not having adult conversation. 
When the Westlake mom was starting 
her family, she “got involved in a group 
for young moms, just to keep my sanity,” 
she says.

That group buoyed her through 
many long, trying days as her husband 
worked long hours. “Older women with 
grown children became mentors to me. I 
always said that when I was older, I would 
repay what those women did for me.” 

When she moved to Westlake, with 
kids entering their teens, she made it a 
priority to find ways to encourage young 
moms. That’s when she found Mothers of 
Preschoolers, or MOPS, whose Cleveland 
chapter meets at Providence Church in 
Avon.

Every other Monday, Kelsheimer 
and 70 ladies filter into Providence amid 
smells of quiche, homemade bread, and 
coffee.

“There will be moms laughing and 
moms who are still wiping away the 
tears from something she was able to 
vent about,” says Stephanie Betz, head of 
MOPS at Providence, describing the usual 
scene at a MOPS meeting. “Moms carry 
many burdens every day, and it’s easy to 
feel like you are the only one.  When you 

share what you are struggling with and 
learn that you are not alone, there are 
tears of relief, hope, and release.”

MOPS meetings begin with social-
izing and then a mentor mom speaks. 
Afterward, moms gather around tables 
to discuss the topic of the day. “It’s part 
relationship building and part parenting 
advice,” Betz says. “There are moms that 
have high schoolers and moms who have 
their first newborn baby on their lap.”

MOPS is the perfect place to con-
nect, especially for women who are new 
to Cleveland’s west side. As a young mom 
of four, Becky Lambie craved a way to 
connect and find support and friend-
ship when moving to a new city. She’s 
been involved with MOPS in Memphis, 
Pittsburgh, and now Cleveland.

Why MOPS, among so many other 
women’s groups? “It’s the connection,” 
Lambie says. “You instantly have some-
thing in common with these women. It’s 
a place where you’re comfortable talking 
about your family, your challenges, your 
values.”

Lambie especially appreciates the 
Moppets program. “You can’t put a price 
on peace of mind,” she says, “that your 
children are being well cared for.”

The ties to other women are the 
most valuable part of MOPS for those 
involved. “It’s easy to feel alone in the 
‘mommy’ world,” Betz says. She encour-
ages moms who are in need of encour-

agement, conversation, or a break from 
the daily routine to look into MOPS.

MOPS reaches beyond moms at 
Providence. Of the 70 moms involved, 
only 25-30 attend church services at 
Providence. Betz encourages women to 
“sign up and try it. Motherhood stretches 
through all nationalities, backgrounds, 
ages. It doesn’t matter where you come 
from, how old you are, or how you grew 
up—moms understand moms. And it’s 
awesome knowing you aren’t alone!”

MOPS begins on September 20. Visit 
http://providencechurch.us for details. 
Providence Church is located at 35295 
Detroit Rd. in Avon. 
Kim Althausen is the the Communica-
tions Director for Providence Church.

Moms find encouragement and support with MOPS


